

The University of Manchester, 
faculty of law, 


2 $ r* 


Manchester, 13 


WMC/BJ 


The Hon, Mrs Franklin, C*B.E- 
50, Porches ter Terrace, 
London, W. 2. 


24th November, .1352* 


Bear Mrs Franklin 


I was glad to get jour letter, I had been 


thinking ©boot the problem and I feel that we are faced with 
the biggest policy decision our Committee has jet faced, I 
feel most strongly that on matters of principle you should 
stand firm ... but on all other matters one should meet the 
Ministry ready to admit their reasonable demands. And - though 
X am not learned on these matters - it did not seem to me that 
7^e should win any public support at ell if we fought the ministry 
on the question of our allowing certain members of staff to sub- 
mit t hemselve s_t o the experience of teaching. But I wouldn’t 
really wish to press such a view, I am probably biased. All 
my best ideas come to ine as a consequence of teaching ! I 


weaken the standing of the P, N* E, IT, ideas in every school in 
the country if we withdraw them from the Practicing School . 
the school in which the next generation’s practitioners of these 
ideas are trained* I cannot help but feel that if we truckled 
to the ministry in that matter without a contest our action 
would be quoted against us in every other school and our position 
would be considerably weakened* 


you both - very much indeed - no that I’m likely to be able to 
advise - but chiefly to clear up my own mind. And I f ve written 
at length because I don't think I shall be in London for some 
time yet* 1 will let you know when I do come up. In the 
meantime the Minis try - x ?peok from some experience here * is 
a reasonable body ond will not involve itself in a public fight 
if we too are reasonable and choose the issues rightly * 


It did strike me, however, that we should 


I should like to talk over this matter with 


Yours sincerely. 


\ 








3rd December 1952 

Deer Professor Cooper, 

Vaiiy thanks for your letter, may I first a ok your help In 
a Fatter of dates. Has Brown, secretary to the Charlotte 
fcoson Foundation, has with difficulty found a date for our next 
meet inf* (Parch 11th) to suit youf Mae Pophem and the notices 
have an gone out to this effect. Bow Hiss Van Stroubenzee 
remembers that the inspectors from your department have fixed 
larch as the month for visiting Ambleside, could you esk them 
to avoid 9th to 13th. 

«s regards the other matter about which I wrote, if you 
come to London do please let me know, and if not before larch 11th 
then could you perhaps pet here by 12,30 and talk over lunch, 
teen while may I Just point out that 3 out of the 4 members of the 
F.U.S, staff have had about 20 years teaching experience with all 
apes of children, and Mss Lolyneux herself with adults too in 
the A..T.S. She has taught in families using J .U.S. and has hdd 

e senior school of her own. Mss Simon has taught till last 
year in families and her last post 5 years in a school, / 

Mss Williamson ditto. They are anything but women framing 
programmes in e study awny from any contact with children. 

The letters of advice and help to those using these 
programs es show their interest in end understanding of children. 

In fact I venture to think their experience with children of 
all apes would eouol, if not surpass that of the Inspectors 
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themselves who hove usually been specialists in one or other 
direction* 

On the face of it it looks a simple ratter that the members 

of the P.U.S. should take some of the teaching periods in 

Practising School, but quite apart from the difficulty of time 

tables, holidays etc there is an Underlying prlncipfe^ involved. 

* 

Such an arrangement would place then under two authorities f 
subject them to possible tiresome criticism ©Ten as : on will see 
to the question of appointment and dismissal* 

i believe that harmony and a ouiet atmosnhere will be best 
achieved if the Principal of the College and the Director of the 
P*U#S« ©re allowed each to carry out their Inroortant work 
independently. 1 may add that the Ministry has always had the 
most friendly and appreciative relations with Kiss Kolyneux# 

I apologize for this very lonp letter* with thanks for 
all your help. 


Yours sincerely. 




BHS/BB 


25xh. July, I960. 


f.w.a. Hang er, Beq., 

Messrs. Hanger, Burton A Frost, 
Stafford ifouaa, 

Norfolk street, 

Strand, B.C, 2, 


Dear Hr. Banger, 


meet grateful for the meeting at your office this 
I an happy about the progress aeheived. 


I mbs 
morning and 

X enclose a copy of the letter 1 have sent to Mrs. \ alton 
In which X bare tried to predict, eery roughly, the time table 
for the etepo toward* merging the l-.ti.B.U. and Charlotte ‘ aeon 
foundation. 

tilth reference to enclosure 'O' to your letter of the 
18th, July, I960, paragraph 3. I enclose fores of Membership 

for the P.B.B.U, and Associate Membership. At present 

Aeaooiate Menbership does not entitle the Associate Members 
to membership of the Company and, therefore, X rather feel lx 
should bo disregarded altogether for the purposes of tbo merger. 
Associate Membership was a recent expedient to try to make parents 
of children at P.b.E.U* Schools contribute towards the movement, 
these foree are sent to F.R.E.U. aohools, some of whom manage to 
recruit many parents and o there do not eeem to bare done moon 
eh out it. Ae tool ate H sobers are usually invited to the Annual 

General Heating through the Sohoole Mho apply for Invitation 
cards. If, however, an item had to be put to the vote, l ao 
not think they would be entitled to vote. 

Tours sincerely , 


(Basil Marsden-asedley) 


EDUCATIONAL UKIOM 





ag from l 34 , Tedworth Squre, 
Chelsea, a.w.3. 


BMS/EB 


25 til. July, i960. 


Hr*. G.C. Walton, 

Galleons, 

Higher Lane, 

Humbles, 

Swansea, Glam. 

Dear Mrs. Walton, 

I am afraid there is very little likelihood of the 
neoesBary steps leading to the completion of the merger, enabling 
us to hold the final Extraordinary General Meetings of the P.N.E.u, 
and the Charlotte Mason Foundation on 19th. October, when the 
P.M.E.U, hold their Annual General Meeting. This cannot be 
helped, but it is rather a blow as we had hoped to save the 00 et 
of .postage by combining the notices of the two General Meetings. 
However, the P.N.E.U. will have to faoe a second postage to it's 
3,000 members; there is no suoh difficulty in the case of the 
Foundation. 

In these circumstances,. I thought 1 would rough out a time 
table, but estimating, in each case on the pessimistic side. I 
hope in the event the time may he considerably shortened. 

This 1 b the time table! 


Begin preparing draft documents. This operation cannot 
be completed before August Bank Holiday; and for five or 
vix weeks the Merger Sub-Committee would be unlikely to 
oolleot a quorum. 

About September lath, to IQth. 

Meeting of Merger Sub— Committee and Mr. Hanger to approve 
draft documents and fix the date for meetings of the P.H.E.U 
Executive Committee and the Council of the Foundation, 


12th. 196 m 


p.*.o. 
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Before the Committee and Counoil meet, time must be 
_n ™ afl f 0r print ing draft document! in proof fora for approval 
bv tbe Board of Trade and the Ministry of Education, as well as 
by the Committee and the Cotinoil* 

About Octo ber 25th. to 29th. 


cose out iTe meeting! of the P.B.E.U. Executive Committee 
and the Counoil of the Foundation, in accordance with the 
recommendations contained in Mr, Ranger's letter to you of 
July 11th., I960. These meetings will have before them 
ythe printed proofs referred to above. It is very muoh to 
be hoped that they will oonfirm the recommendations of 
their Joint Subcommittee, without, or with no more than 
nominal revisions. The documents, if approved, will then 
have to be printed and the notices dispatched (say two 
weeks) so as to reach members at least twenty - three days 
before the Extraordinary GenerallMee tings. 


About December 5th. to 10th . 

Consecutive Extraordinary General Meetings to be held 
at the same time and place, in accordance with the advice 
of Mr. Ranger, contained in his letter referred to above. 
Mr. Ranger tell a me it will be advisable to have a meeting 
of the Council immediately after the Extraordinary 
General Meeting. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to the members of the 
Merger Subcommittee, tbe Hon. Treasurers of the two organise^ 
tlons and to Mr. Ranger. 


Yours sincerely. 


Sg. Basil Marsden-anedley. 




COPY BOSH KEY, 

* StarorU, 

Marl isle, 

3r4. August, i 960 . 

Dear Marsden-Smedley, 

■ Phan if you for Bending the oopy of your letter to Mrs. Walton 
of 25 tH. July, whloh 1 an sorry not to have been able to acknowledge 
before now. 

Z bare been giving thought, since the C.M.F. Meeting in 
ABbleslde of 9th. July, to the question of the proposed P.H.E.O.- 
O.t.T. Merger and feel It would be useful to let Mrs. Walton and you 
have ay bought a on paper, which can be summarised as follows:- 

i; Ever since you described the position as you saw it, first at 
the C.M.F, Meetings and subsequently to the merger sub-committee, the 
merger appeared in theory the logioal outcome of the way in whloh 
affairs connected with Charlotte Mason have developed and it seemed 
sensible to press ahead with it. 

2) On the other hand, Z have been worried that ever since the 
deal sion to proceed with legal enquiries about the merger was taken 
there has appeared a r~luetanoe on the part of some important elements 
in the C.M.F. to aoeept the logic of the situation, whloh might well 
lead the C.M.F, to decide not to proceed with the merger when it 
aotually came to the ooint of formal agreement. 

3) This reluctance must, one feelB, arise either because there is 
not in fact felt to be true identity of aims as between P.N.E.U. and 
C.M.F, respectively, or because of a feared dash of personalities, 

or both. One example that immediately comes to mind 1s the fact that 
whereas at our subcommittee there seemed to be immediate and aomplete 
unanimity as to the fact that the name "P.H.B.U. # was the important 
one to preserve from the point of view of public propaganda eto, 
(Provided the name of "Charlotte Mason" w*s associated with it when- 
ever feasible) I now find that there is a strong and important body of 
opinion which feels that the name "Charlotte Mason" is the more well— 
known ind respected among educational circles and which therefore 
feels that this must have ^priority". 

M It wouia obviously be unwise to proceed with the merger as envis- 
aged until we were sure there was a reasonable identity of view on 
both sides, and it would also be foolish on the part of the C.M.F. to 
proceed with it when, so far as I can see, they hold the stronger cards, 
if they feel there is any danger of some of the things they consider 
important suffering as a result of the merger. 


OVER 
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5 ) Two pob B ible solution b to the problem just outlined seem 

available:- 

t t +n make the terms of the merger eueh that the C.M.F., in 
6 tLclSinto partnership what appears to be the financially 
ifater member, will have the controlling voice in that 
partnership, or 

(b) to thrash out in detail befogs the aergerlr- 

(i) what are to be the aims and priori tie a of the 

nerr organisation. 

who are to be its first officers, 
the details of the future organisation of work, 
ntsff looatlon of offioes and headquarters, etc. 

- matters which our joint committee suggested would be 
due to be worked out at a later stage after the merger 
had been formally agreed and completed. 

k\ If neither of these alternatives are acceptable, or if time does 
” * <+ vauuM of the need fop a quiofa solution of P.N.E.U's pre— 

not permit because of the neeo icr^a u ^ ^ ^ &t tobl „ ld , ( we 

IhSJld ?ShtS loo^into the possibility of C.H.P. making a subvention 
paytnent P to P?H.E,U. until Buoh time aB condltione are more propitious 
for a merger. 

7) Xt is perhaps a pity that there has not been really 
at either of the last two C.M.F. Counoil Keatings to hav* all the 
on the problem involved in the merger aired ad*quat*ly, and that t re 
fore some of these have only emerged in disouseion between individ^ 
after the Meetings. But the most urgent matter from the 0.VI.F. P° 
of view over these last months has obviously been the . to have 

garding the College and the discussions on these would appear to 
needed to take priority. 

If what I have written above does at all reflect the P” 8 ®"* tiTa 
position - and I h a ve written it fully conscious of my being a re 
newcomer and “outsider" in regard to all these problems “ baTe 

perhaps just as well that the "timetable oould no J niton of 

moved much faster than as outlined in your letter to th . as f aI > 

July 85th., as I am sure there must be time to make °tSse oonceroed 
as humanly possible unanimity is reached between all t o 

I am sending a oopy of this letter to Mrs, ;alton. 

Yours sincerely, 


Sgd, JQCBLYH MORTON 


ms / eb 


a a from: 34 ,iedwortb Square, 
Loudon, 8.W.3. 

4 th, August , i960, 

Ji RortoB| 04* » 

Bden Ray, 

8|ad*lx, 

OarUgiU, 


My dear Jocelyn, 

Thank you for your latter of the 3rd, August, abort the 
P.S.a.tJ. and Charlotte Mason foundation. 

It is, as you Infer, deplorable that when things hare gone 
so far that people should start going back on deoi slone. X an 

▼ery grateful, however, for your letter, as that edit out the 
faots end arguments voiced toy what 1 m sure should o» <wel tiered 
an irresponsl ole minority and which cum be very easily disposed 
of X hope, if you and X were to meet. Although it is very 
important to diseuss all natters which, rightly or wrongly, give 
rite to diesentlone, X feel strong exception should toe taken in 
the best interests of the P.U.E.U, end Charlotte Mason foundation 
to meet of the points referred to in p airgraphs 2 - 6 of your 
letter. I can deal with thee earimttn . by rataer a loot; letter; 
but if you are in London, surely it would be better for us to 
meetT 


I vould emphasise that X aa sure those of us who feel that 
the p ropoeals envisaged by the Merger dub-Coma It tee were moat 
urgently needed, would feel it would be only right to ®eet any 
point of eubstanee; but 1 suet point out that there hae been an 
lamenoe seount of detailed proportion s to iaplenent the policy 
decisions of the Merger -tab-Coanlttee - deoi clone, I would add, 
which have been oonfirmed unagreed on at several seetings M 
both organleatlone, over a period of half a year, 5**“-*f 

preparation ie now far advanced. X know Mrs. Walton salt! in uor 
letter to m she wae writing to you* but X think it only rignt 
on reoelpt of the new lines of thought, to voioe at onoe wna» 

■uat be the opinion of nil the responsible Bombers of tooth 
organisations, that It is a bit lets in the day to Bake fundament* 
ohangee. 





- 2 - 


i an going to stay with Mrs. franklin in Ireland between 
August 18th. and the beginning of September. If you happen 
to^be in London before August 18th. or early in September, it 
would be very happy in every way and no at useful if we oould 
meet - porhaps at my house again. 


By the tine Z leave for Ireland 2 hope that Hr. danger 
will have the numerous draft documents ready for dlspatob to 
the member* of the Merger 3ut>-Conmittee. Alternatively, if 
it would suit you hotter, it would he equally pleasant for ns 
and useful, if X oould perhaps call in on you at Oarlitfe on 
my way baok frow Ireland. X have not yet arranged whether I 
fly or come by boat from Belfast, but if it were more cevenient 
X Imagine that there would be little deviation in re robing you 
at Carlisle. 


X m sending a oopy of this lettsr to brs. Dalton and 
si so to Mrs. franklin who, ae you know, was the first-named 
Trustee under the Will of charlotte bacon and Bust obviously 
have her say in all fundamental issuee of polioy* 



Sgd. Basil. 






C Basil Hareden-Cmedley) 




By dear Basil* 

Many thanks for 
your reaction to mine 
into perspective as I 


your letter of the 4th, 1 think, in view of 
of the jrd, j I ought to try to put the matter 
see it. 


The present suggestion for a merger arose immediately froms- 


(a) the decision to let the Local Education Authority be- 
heoome responsible for running the College, and the 
somewhat altered function of the C,H,f, Council, 
coincident withs- 


t 

(b) the financial stringency of P.N.E.U. affairs. 


Under these oiroum stances it seemed to the merger sul>- 
committee (and certainly to me individually as a member of that 
Committee, at that time a relative newcomer to O.M,F, affairs In 
general) a sensible and logical suggestion in principle that the 
two organisations should be merged, and it was decided to reoommena 
to the latter accordingly. 


The C.M.J, Council at the meeting in March, although it had a 
fairly long discussion on the subcommittee report , did not nave 
time to discuss it in as complete detail as May perhaps d® 6 *} 

called for. hut did accept the recommendation in principle that zm 
merger was desirable. At the same time p it was made clear that hQ 
merger oould take place at least until after the College negotiations 
were signed and sealed. 


It was agreed that the legal implications should Mjwjiil* J* 
gone into (the same lawyer for both sides being used to reduce i gai 
coats) with a view to legal documents being put forward ror ooxn 
sides to consider in due course. X say "oonBider as I 
aged, and I an sure others at the G.M.F. Council Meeting in 
did not envisage, that the lawyer was merely to be instruatea vo 
carry out the merger, with the controlling bodies of the re specs 
organisations being expected to "rubber-stamp" the documents 
produced without any further discussions of detail. 


tb.s 





AtOoZ 



Such detail might be ®nBidered to be relatively unimportant 



in view of this agreement in principle that the merger was des- 
irable if we were sure there wae complete identity of view between 
the two sides that it 1 b prop^d to merge, but it was the growing 
awareness that suoh identity may not be complete that made me feel 
I should write to you and Mrs. Walton as I did, as I am quite sure 
it would be fatal for both organisations, and through that for the 
aims they both hold import sat* to merge into one organisation in 
which .there was any conflict "built-in'* from the start. Indeed, 
however sensible and logical Z might feel the merger was in principle, 
I would feel reluctant to press my colleagues on the Council to 
socept the merger until we were reasonably satisfied t tiers was tnis 
identity, of view - that seems to me the all Important thing, 

I view of this, however much I would welcome a talk with you 
personally at this stage about the present position, 1 would have 
thought it was more Important, if she feels the same as X do, for 
Mrs. Walton to have sme further discussion with you - not only 
because she is C.M.F, Chairman, but because she inevitably knows 
the whole background of the Foundation and the philosophy behind it 
so much more than I do, who am very much an outsider and a new boy, 
and who find it difficult therefore to assess the * imponderable e* , 
which may be equally Important as the considerations which appear 
logical and 1 11 bu sine Be- like * , 

1 will let her, of course, have a copy of this letter (and 
I see she already has a copy of yours to no) so that she can take 

action as she feels desirable at this stage. 


Tours, 



S. Maradeu-anodley, Bsq 


Sgd. JO CELTS. 


3 % Tedworth Square, 


* » 




Chelsea, 
London, 3.W.3. 
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Kouniler — Charlotte M. Mason Loi,<) ® nd Th * Lttdy Brflh< *»Jnie 
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As froa : 3 1 *, ledwortb Square, Chelsea, S.W. 3 
Bas/SB 9tii. August, 1960 , 

The Hon. Hrs. JranJclin, C.S.E., 
ftlenalla, 

Ray, ' 

Letterkenny, 

Co. Donegal, 

N, Ireland. 

Dear Nrs. Frank 1 In % 

I am sorry to keep writing to you in Ireland and would not 
do so if X did not know that you like to bear P,M.E,U. news, 

I enclose a copy of the letter I have had from Jocelyn Horton 
and one I have sent to Hr. Hanger* I have heard confidentially 

from llr. Hanger that Mrs* Walton and Jocelyn Horton have made m 
appointment with him for tomorrow, without saying a word to me, 

I think it a little odd that Jocelyn Horton should write to me 
in response to a request of mine to have a talk with him and not 
mention wither that he was going to be in London, or that he and 
Mrs, Walton were going to see Hr* Range r, or any wish to have the 
incorrect arguments in his previous letter put right. It seems 
to me rather a conspiracy. 

Of course $ they may ask me to go with them, or ask to see 
me at some other time; indeed, it w uld seem incredible for them 
not to do so, having regard to:-* 

(a) the fact that they presented me with particularly 
carefully drafted arguments and, 

(b) my request to be allowed to deal with them at a meeting 
in London* 

I do hope that you sre having better weather than we are. 



OVER 
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* fill' 

* 


We had a terrible storm on Sunday and I spent Sunday after- 
noon paddling in the basement 01 Crosby Hall, Chelsea (of which 
I aa Chairman), which was flooded! We managed to move most of 
the perishable food. 


Yours sincerely,. 







*>*' 

J; 




Copies to 


Ji/h 


Mrs 

Hr. 


. Franklin. 
Maraden-^edl 


Office File. 


ey. 


OOMFIPSNg.IAl AUCU 61 ^. Tedworth Square, Cfael* aa 
BHS/SB 9 tb. August, i960. 

V.W.G. Ranger, Beq., 

Messrs. Hanger, Burton * Frost, 

S afford House, 

MCrfolk Street, 

London, w.C. 2 * 

Dear Nr. Ranger, 

I enclose a espy of a letter that Jocelyn Horton has tent 
In reply to mine of August 4 th., 1960, In which 1 ashed to meet 
him If he could manage to see me In London, or if not I would 
Call on bin in Carlisle. 

1 do not think It is quite frank of him to hate written in 
reply to this request another long explanation, without saying 
that he is going to he in London with Mrs. Walton and has an 
appointment to see you tomorrow, 1 surmise that he is being 
pushed by Hrs. Walton, who is entirely under the thumb of the 
Amble side staff. As tar as 1 know the only criticism of the 
Herger oame from Hiss Oholmondeley, at the meeting on July 12th, 
and from Hiss Cholmondeley and a Hr. Jos, at the meeting in 
March. 1 do not regard this as giving the 1*1 ole problem serious 
consideration in the light of the its ole F.W.B.U. and Charlotte 
Mason movement. 

The letter, it eel f, is an edeavour to try and make a minority 
of one or two people look 1 ike a substantial opposition. 

In the meantime, beoauea 1 hope to put the arguments in 
Jocelyn Morton's previous letter right at" an interview, instead 
of by letter, he has not had his previous incorrect faot* and 
arguments put right. 



Tours sinoorely, 


g» I* 1 - 

(Basil Karsden-amedlejr} 




€ 















ftg fron t 3 U » Tedworth square, 

Lo ndon t S.u.3* 

BHS/eB 13th. August, 19 ^ 0 . 

Jocelyn Morton ) }»•<*., 

Rden iioy» 

Stanwlx, 

OarlLil*) 

A f ^ 

1 must say X was as surprised as anyone else would have been 
to hear that you and Mrs. Walton has been to London to dioouss the 
merrer without a word to Be, in spite of the hope expressed in ay 
letter of August, 4th, that we should deal with the onerous 
points you put q/S ae in your letter to ae of the 3rd, August, at 
a meeting rather than try and deal with them by letter. Gould X 
hare done no re than offer to moot you in London or Carlisle? 


This brings ne to another point which I regard as fundamental 
to the great Charlotte Mason Movement, namely the difficulties 
that arias through trying to run the organisation satisfactorily 
on a London- Carlisle-South 'dales basis. I know you are often in 
London and X can manage Ambleside from time to time; but the 
difficulties Mrs. Walton finds in tearing herself away from all 
her fascinating and wonderful activities in ?outb Wales are i»uenr>e 
I lanced for help In think In? out how to further the Kovamentj 
nevertheless some. or moat of the details have been framed ns a 
result of disouBBlons X have had with various people. I hooe, 
therefore, that the reasons for your aksslou were not t.^at you thought 
I was preparing to spring a fait aooompll . The Merger 'tuo- 
Committee will) X hope, co-operate hn carrying the principles al- 
ready agreed a stage further) out in any case will have 
freedom of action. Z regard reasonably frequent availability iwr 
informal discussions as much more Important, if I may saf so, 
than dealing with all these matters in lengthy oorrespondenoe. 


Jrntd. 
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In saying this X do not think anyone amteoplat* ant 
strong or vast upfasaval. The fact of ■hiving off* the charlotte 
Mason college oust create its own problems. Many of these will 
be polio/ decisions, whiah win have to be taken by Chairman *e 
notion between meetings , after inforaml oonsultatio a with a 
nueleus of interested sea bar*;. then there ie the aotion of 

improvisation that springs fron day-to-d.y consideration of prob- 
lems md objectives. I do not have to say to you that in anr 
business that mesne the difference between profit and loss: md 

and in an educational charity, between success or failure. 

Tou tee how neoessary ooneultation is and bow disap olnted 
I was that you rushed sway to the back of beyond, without a 
word. I feel, however, in all politeness, I must give some 
very preliminary answer* to some of the paints you have raised 
with me in your letter of August, 3rd, 

fcamraril g - The actual strength of "important elements* 
was hiss Cholmondeley and Hr. Jos at the March meeting: and 

Mies Cholmondeley at the July ac ting. 

Of course, there was a vociferous and, in ay view, rather 
out of place millition from a number of the staff. I sa not 
alone in thinking that in this ease, while paying due regard to 

Ji«w* that have been exp re teed Ito '^n overestimated/ strength j*- j 

of the opposition, 'f “ Hk -/ 

. £itf*agrBah,.l * I m » little puszlad by the opening aentenee 
or this paragraph as I cannot see how anyone 6 an think there is 
not an identity of aims between the P.h.E.U, and the Charlotte 
B »? pl °'^ation, knowing the Ufa of charlotte Mason, her will, 

8 ot Assoaiatlon of the two organisations. Of 

oourse there are departmental differenoes of funotlon within the 
?2 nl,aW «*l a singleness of aim that would be better 

IS* vSS pursued as a result of the Berger. I do 

the ouggestion that there might be a slash of 
personalltiss arose and if that is to be pursued as a serious 


Contd 
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nmblaB I should like to know who h« B 10 ad ® it and who an the 
personalities likely to olash. I do not like allegations being 
made without substantiation. In any event it ia premature to 
Bake any suggestions with regard to olaehee of personalities 
before the company bae been merged and the poeta filled. 


I do 
fortunate, 
jeotlon to 


think that all that discussion about the iusm was un- 
The fact la that Charlotte Mason had a rooted ob- 
the uae of her name to describe the Movement 


14 » V* ***** *a«s«s* w — — 

founded, he, herself, was Boat direful to deaoribe the College 

» _ " * J ah. T> L£ It tl You 


ixnaecu uw 9 

Hnwaa of j uoation 

11 see in Hiss Cholm-mdi 


and the ftovement af the £ 
leiay'e own bonk, 


i»on » ."piute 1 in oOEnentlng adversely 'on Spenoer, ;>estaloisl 
and rroebel Movements, she quStee Mies Mason ae saying that ia 
all earnest eduoational effort, core must be taken to avoid 
limitations which would hinder the advance of soienoe " especially 
that most serious of all hindrances, the dooketlng With any given 
name or names* , 


S was very surprised to hear It eaid that in Australia the 
name "Charlotte Mason* was better known than "F.K.i'.U. . because 
if that were so, Australia must be unique. I have, however, 
gone very carefully into Australian reoords and if you would 
cure to see the evidence l am quite sure you would be satisfied 
that there was little or no foundation for that statement. * ot 
Qi^ht -si so oare to see the attached copy of a letter I have had 
fra a Mrs. Franklin on the subject. 


For what it is worth my own view is that there is a very 
groat deal of good will attaohin,?: to the name ****I*J* H * * 
in point of polio/ Mies Mason was right not to saddla the Move- 
ment with a none whioh will tend to date it more and more *• 
years go by. This does not mean that I do not r«alie* how muoh 
Amble side owes to her wisdom; but all of us who miss It, 

Would do well to follow it. 
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Paragraph it - I think thore Is reasonable Identity of vim 
q»ong all those principally oonnseted with the Charlotte ''aeon 
Ko Tenant and, therefore, the question of folly does not arise. 

The question of "bolding strong cards" In co-ordinating an 
educational oharity to Bake It acre effective, Introduces what to 
me is a slightly alien note, acre in keeping with "take-over bids" 
in the world of ocoraeroe. 

Paragraph *5 - X do not admit that the strength of on educa- 
tional oEaHtydepends so much on the accident of possessions at 
on publio esteem. X m afraid paragraph 5UJ strikes a note 
which I find wholely dieoordant with the kind of organisation with 
whioh we are dealing. Paragraph 5(b) seems reason* le to me; 
hut wants a lot of mutual discussion. X should have liked to have 
found out before ay formal meeting of the merger Sub-Comlttee, 
what you and Kra, ifalton had to ouggeat. 

PnWf»g*Mnh fi - The efforts here have considerably rRevited 
the financial difficulties of the f .H. ,.b . whioh is now in « ouch 
better position financially then the Foundation, except for the 
foundation's property . As a member of the Foundation, X am 
somewhat hoorlfled at the financial position into whioh it has been 
allowed to drift; and the Fairfield decision does not bear 
thinking about. a aubv-ntion to the F.k.K.li. is, to my way of 
thinking, somewhat ai qpprobd.ouo term. The position is that 
emcept for the Book Trade, wnioh in fact sup. orts the 
^yl^-buj", the work at the P.«. ,0. Offices consists of very 
effective oorrsspondenoe and publicity for the cause which. In turn 
results in sahools, parents and members enrolling in the P.U.5. 

It is an obvious case of the proper disposal of the common inooms. 
Tbs only effective way la, of course, to merge the two departments 
under one control; but apart from that a substanoial portion of the 
oost of Van don Street ought, in falmees to be borne by the 
Foundation. 
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la addition to your latter of August, Jrd., you were pod 
enoutch to writ* to me on August, 8th. I bate little moment an 
tui* letter apart from whet 1 hare daid above, exoept t at I 
find it difficult to meet a carefully drafted letter with numbered 
caraaraphe by you if, when it qoaob to the point, you eay you 
S?aa*new boy* and therefore leave the answer to Mrs. Dalton. 

Mr^. Walton and you then O/une to London and dieouaeed the merger, 
but ko away without seeing me. I do want you to know that X 
have spent a great deal of time and thought on this matter and 
have insulted with as many people aa X oan whose life interest 
or great concern is the Charlotte Mason Movement. May 1 also 
add that X know a great deal about you from friends and X have th 
utmost admiration for you in every way, and I would really 
hp pro ol »te your help in this setter and I feel that the cause 
would benefit from the mutual hslp we could give one another in 
deoiding these points. 

X am sending oopies of this letter to Mrs. Franklin and 
Mrs. el ton. 


Tours 


( Basil ttarsdea-ifeedley) 




BHS/BB 12th. August, i 960 . 

Mrs. 0.2. Walton, 

Galleons, 

Higher Lane, 

Kimbles, 

Swansea, (Han. 

Dear Mrs. w B lton, 

I am sorry 1 have not replied to your letter lb which you 
were good enough to let me have a nuaber dates for the Merger 
r>ub>Goamlttee, which you found difficult , but 2 did hope that a 
see ting wight have taken place with Jocelyn Norton, or yourself, 
at which we could have fixed a date autually convenient. 

I think that any day in the week beginning September l?tb. 
would be convenient for me; but In order to be speolfle, I 
suggest Wednesday, .Teptesber l4tb, 

I on sending a copy of this letter to Jocelyn Morton, as Z 
would rather like to get the day fixed before X go to Ireland 
next Thursday. This would enable me to give ample warning to 
members of the Merger ub-eomlttee. 

1 also enclose a long letter I have written to Jooelyn Morton 
in answer to his letter to me. it would have been much easier to 
have dealt with these matters at an informal discussion. 

Tours sincerely. 


(basil M areden-3medl'-*.y) 


COPY 




Eden Hay, 

Stanwix, 

Carlisle. 

15th August IQnQ, 


My dear Basil , 

I can quite understand your feelings as expressed in 
your last letter, but I think the present position arises from 
two factors which I have endeavoured to bring out in my 
correspondence with you, and which I ought perhp^s to re- 
emphasise. 

The first is that it does seem to me from what I have 
heard and learnt of Charlotte Mason affairs since becoming a 
member of the C.M.F, Council that, whatever the degree of 
common attachment to the ideals of the movement, there is a 
certain divergence among those working for it, which I can 
only describe, as X did in my letter to you of the 3**d August 
as a clash either of aims (meaning, not ultimate ideals but 
views as to what types of activity in the movement are vital 
and what are not) or as to personalities.lt is very difficult 
to conclude which, as policies and personalities become to 
some extent merged. I have absolut ly no wish ( and couM 
h^ve no possible motive for doing so) to magnify this aspect 
of things beyond what in fact exists, but the divergence must be 
recognised and catered for if the goodwill of everyone that 
is valuable to the movement is to be retained. 

It is only in the light of this that some of the phrases 
in my original letter to which you have taken exception ( and the 
’’outlook 11 which they pe rhaps express) become understandable and, 
Ihope, more acceptable. In other words, we are, in truth, 
endeavouring to merge two different bodies some of whose members 
hold strong views which they are not sure are shared by those in 
the other body, and these views must be reasonably assured of 
being respected if the merger is to be possible. 

x his brings me to the second point, which is the feeling 
that I know exists among some of those on the G.M.F. Council, 
and which I know Mrs. Walton herself has felt, that the 
merger is being rushed - not in the sense of lapse of time, oeo- 
ause we know that it is many months since the topic was first 
raised, but in the sense of being presented with a M fait 
accompli 11 , the very thing which you mentioned in your letter 
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(although we are now assured by Mr, Ranger that this is not 
the light in which he has been viewing the matter). It is 
perhaps better to express it that there h; s been, rightly or 
wrongly , a eense of being steam-rollered 11 , 

With these two factors in mind you will perhaps understand 
the position in which Mrs. Walton and myself, as members of the 
sub-committee respresentlng the C.M,F., have found ourselves* 

Mrs. Walton was anxious to have a discussion with Mr. Ranger 
on the whole position from the C.M.F* point of view (it has been 
agreed both sides should use the same lawyer for the negotiations, 
but this certainly did not imply that each side in the merger 
should not have separate access to him), and had already 
arranged an appointment with him. When I found that I had to 
be in London about the same time for another meeting I dfered to 
accompany her, if she could manage to get the day altered, and 
I was very glad of the opportunity to meet him. Unfortunately, 
the only day and time that suited all three of us was just 
immediately prior to my having to go North again. We were 
anxious to have the talk with Mr. Ranger before going any 
further^ and I t&gis felt I could not usefully have © talk 
with/ fly self prior to that meeting. 

Ihis brings me to still another matter - my role in the 
present discussions. I cannot possibly replace Mrs. Walton 
in the latter - not only is she Chairman with al that implies, but 
she has Immeasurably much more knowledge about Charlotte Mason 
affairs, and all it stands for and the individuals concerned, 
than I can ever hope to have. It was only that as a member of 
the merger sub-committee and of tha C.M.F. Council I was 
becoming a bit perturbed at the position that seemed to be 
looming ahead and I felt I ought to point out where it seemed to 
Ee things were going as to the general course of the negotiations, 
^ut I did so fully conscious that I was not in a position 
to judge the rights and wrongs of the " issues * in question* That 
is why I feel that I must leave these matters to be thrashed 
out by others more competent to do so, having made my contribution 

indeed you will consider it one!) in trying to keep the general 
procedure regarding the merger on the right lines. 

So far as the next merger sub— committee meeting is concerned 
September 14th would suit nr well if the meeting could be in the 
corning of that day, as there is another meeting at 2*30* in the 
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afternoon which X ought to try to attend if possible , and 
I will have to go back to the Month that evening- I will 
only just have got back from holiday on Monday 1 2th so would find 
it difficult to- get down to London any earlier than the late 
afternoon on the IJth. 

I hope that you have a good holiday in Ireland* 

Yours sincerely , 


Jocelyn* 


P, S. I have, of course, let Mrs* Walton have a copy of this 
letter. 


* Marsden Saailey, Esq. , 
4 Tedworth Square, 
Chelsea. S.W,3. 


COPY- 
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Galleons, 

Higher Lane, 

Humbles, 3wanmia 

I^th August i960. 


Dear Mr, Marsden-Smedley, 

This is to confirm our telephone conversation 
last night, 

I have booked September 14th for a meeting at 
your house of the Merger Sub-committee. After speaking t 0 
you, Jocelyn Morton rang up and I find he would really 
prefer a morning meeting. I will therefore withdraw my 
plea for 2.’0.p.m. and leave you completely free to 
arrange what suits the majority. I do hope that Mr. 

Petrie will be &ble to attend this time# Unf ortu lately 

he is abroad on holiday at the moment, so w*e cannot get * 
hold of him, 6 

Msy I say again how delighted Courtnay and I would 
oe if you could spare us a little time on your w ay back 
from Ireland- I think that it would be an excellent 
plan if you and I could have a talk before the sub— committee 
meeting. I am sure that the little difficulties and 
differences that have arisen can be smoothed out in a few 
-l rank discussions, and if you could give me rough dates, 
could plan my domestic commitments so as to have as 
much free time as possible while you are with ue. Given 
reasons oie weather, you would, I know, find a host of 
subjects for your sketch book. 

As ^ sa i<i y° u night I am sorry not to have seas 

you wnen I was in London, but in my then state of mental and 
pnysical leaclen-ness" I should have wasted your time and mins 
"trrT* 0 1 fo Howed my strong - if rather animal instincts to 
^ ° ground "and caught the first oossible train home and 
e °’ with humility and thankfulness, to bed l 1 am now 
® neoovered and greatly enjoying the return of at least 
two of ay wandering family. 

? lease give my greetings and love to Mrs. Franklin when 
you see her* 

Y ours sine er ** X y , 

Geraldine Walton. 


